IXXXVl	INTRODUCTION.
the time of Akbar had the means to be nearly twice a?
comfortable as they are now. They must now go with-
•out not only the comforts which they then enjoyed, but,
in many cases, without some of the bare necessaries of
life also. Thus we find that our artisan classes have been
*well nigh ruin£3, and that the struggle for existence
•among the agricultural and the labouring classes has
teen gradually intensified to a very serious extent. The
death-rate appears to have been increasing. In 1880, it
-was 20*98 per 1,000 ; in 1891, it was 28*891.* No doubt
the«*e is always the suspicion, that that the registration
may not have been efficient, and that the figures may not
weight, and of peas four pence half penny a hundredweight. In the
latter part of the century, under Firoz Shah (1351.1385), the price of
barley remained exactly the same, viz, six pence per hundredweight
[Mr, Thomar's Pathan Kings p. 283]. But no sooner did the tide of
European trade set in, than the value of silver fell, find at the time of
Akbar (A. D, 1556-1605), the price of barley roae to gj-rf per hundred-
weight. The price of barley in the same localities is now, on an aver-
age, about three and six pence per hundredweight retail, or seven times
what it was throughout the fourteenth century." Hunter's "Orissa."
Vol. I 11872), p*328.
* Tlje following extract is made from the Parliamentary Blue-book
exhibiting the moral and material condition of India during 1889-90 (pp.
4<5-47): "From all the chief diseases the deaths were more numerous th?.n
, m $888. Cholera gave rise to 471,017 deaths, being in the proportion of
ifc'is per xooq of population against 268, 847, or 1*39 in 1888	Smallpox
w«* more prevalent in 1889 than in the preceding year, and the deaths
if0*0 from 87, 9x4 or 0*40 per too to  125, 453, or 0*64	«.,,To fevers
were ascribed 3/486, 448 deaths equal to iS'Oi per tooo of population as'

